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time, and thereby perhaps difable him from 
doing juftice to his clients as a counlel- 
lor, in which charafter it was always his 
ambition to give the utmofl fatisfaftioti to 
all his clients. 

At this period I could read almoft any 
Englifh book, on common fubjefts, with the 

greateft accuracy and propriety. I could 
write three different hands, call: up any 
common account in arithmetic, had a to- 
lerable idea of geography, was making a 
hafty progrefs in the ftudy of hillory, and 
was tolerably expert at taking off any 
drawing at light, which was not very dif- 
ficult. I.et not the reader imagine, that, 
when I fay this, 1 mean to extol my own 
genius, or to expofe my vanity. Though 
the genius of a youth is undoubtedly 
the principal mover in the purfuit of 
fcience, yet it is by no means the only one. 
I had the happinefs to fall into hands that 
were well acquainted with the true mode 
of education ; and had I not under fuch a 
, diredlor acquired every thing I have juft 
mentioned, I muft have been a ounce in- 
deed. England fwarms with fchools and 
■kcachcrii to fuch a dcgrecj that one would 
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pastimes. 

- • o ^verv native was a profound fcho- 

alas^ It is found by experience, 
lar , but, f f n thefe teachers nave 

"T«Xt b" in* « .h.i, p«- 

ire for ever loft to the world. _ 

Permit me now to make a 
There are few authors, I am told who 
write their owtt hiftorlcs ; and tho e who 
do, deferibe all their good qualities, but lay 
liuie of their defeas. I am now going to 
eive my readers an inftance that I am not 
partial even to myfelf. When t coirtcys my 
hror, I have a right to plead my deicnee, 
to beg mercy from my kind readers, and to 
hope that they will attribute my errors to 
the little experience I may reafonably be 
fuppofed to have had : I have, in one in- 
ftance, bought wifdom by experience. 

My father, after feveral times coming 
upon me unexpeftedly, obferved, that even 
my amufements tended to improvement ; 
and therefore at lafh left me to amufe my- 
felf in what manner 1 beft liked, without 
even giving himfelf the trouble of afking 
me what I was about. I was naughty 






